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This invention relates generally to reeling de- 
vices and more particularly to a portable reel 
for kite lines, etc. 
Reels of this general type are known in the art 
but are usually cha.racterized by a number of in- 
herent disadvantages. Among these objection- 
able characteristics are an excessive weight, a 
lack of rigidity and stability so as to result in 
erratic reeling and unreeling operations, an over- 
ly complicated or too fragile breaking and/or reel 
locking system, and a bulkiness which affects 
both transportation and storage problems for 
a device of this type. 
Accordingly the chief object of the present in- 
vention is to provide an inproved portable reel 
for kite lines, etc., which will obviate the ob- 
jectionable features of the prior art. 
Another important object of the present inven- 
tion is to provide a compact lightweight, portable 
reel which is so constructed as to be strong and 
rigid so as to eliminate reel wobbling and yet 
facilitate reeling and unreeling operationi. 
A further important object of the present in- 
vention is to provide a portable reel itructure 
having an iproved breaking means so arranged 
as to be operable by one hand to permit, slow 
up, .or stop the rotation of the reeL 
Another important object of the present in- 
vention is to provide a portable reel having a 
double supporting handle arranged for relative 
movement to effect a one-handed control of the 
braking of the reel rotation and to eliminate the 
tendency of the reel as a whole to rotate about 
the palm of the hand as an axis. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 
an improved reel and brake which is simple in 
design, rugged in use, easy to carry or store, and 
susceptible of ready and economical manufac- 
ture. 
Other objects a.nd advantages of the inven- 
tion will become apparent during the course of 
the following description. 
In the drawings ï bave shown one embodiment 
of the invention. ïn this showing: 
Figure 1 is a front view in elevatton of the in- 
vention; 
Figure 2 is a side view thereof; 
Figure 3 ts a fragmentary central vertical sec- 
tional view of the invention taken on the line 
8--3 of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional view of the 
invention taken on the line 4--4 of Figure 1; 
and 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 
view of the invention taken on the line 0--6 of 
Figure 1. 
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Referring to the drawings, numeral I0 desig- 
nates the invention as a whole which comprises 
a U-shaped main handle portion 12 having a pair 
of legs 14, the ends of which include apertures 
5 for the reception of a reel shaft 10 which termin- 
ates at one end in a crank 18. 
A tubular section 20 is mounted on the shaft 
16 (and may be fixed thereto or integral there- 
with) between the legs 14 and acts as an enlarge- 
10 ment of the shaft for a purpose which wfll be- 
corne apparent. A reel 22 is mounted on the 
tube 20 midway between ifs ends and both are 
keyed to the shaft IG by a pin 24 or other suit- 
able means. Thus the tube 20 acts as a hub for 
15 the reel 22 and projects on each side thereof. 
Accidental spreading of the legs 14 is prevented 
by a washer and second pin 26. It will thus 
be seen that the main handle 12 and the shaft 
6 form a strong rigid frame which can readtly 
20 withstand reeling and unreeling strains with- 
out wobbling or twisting of the reel with respect 
to the handle. 
A second U-shaped handle 28 is mounted for 
sliding movement with respect to the main ban- 
25 d!e 12 and is positioned in the plane of and 
tween the legs 14 by means of loops 80 fixed to 
the legs I and by guide bars 82 flxed to the 
legs 8 of the handle 28. The extremities of 
the legs 34 bave arcuate brake shoes 86 flxed 
30 thereto which include wear linings 88, both con- 
forming to the outer periphery of the tube 20. 
The shoes 38 are constantly urged against the 
surface of the tube by means of a pair of com- 
pression springs 0 whtch surround the legs 84 
35 and act against the loops 80 and guide bars 82. 
The brake shoes thus operate as a positive auto- 
matic stop or brake for the. reel 22 under the ac- 
tion of the springs 9. 
An important feature of the invention resides 
40 in the combination provided by the two handles 
12 and 28. When in use, the handle 12 rests in 
the palm of the hand while the flngers are curled 
around the handle 28 at about the flrst joint. 
Squeezing of the handles together causes handle 
45 28 to move toward the main handle 12 against 
the action of the springs 0 to effect the release 
to varying degrees of braktng pressure upon the 
periphery .of the hubs or reel tube 20, or to re- 
lease the brake entirely. Thus reeling and un- 
50 reeling operations can be effected at any desired 
speed depending upon the movement of the brake 
shoes 86 away from the periphery of the hubs 
20 as the handles are squeezed toward each other. 
ït wfll be noted that the releasing of the brakes 
55 does hot effect the original stability of the reel I 0. 
Another important feature of the invention 
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resides in the additional steadying support pro- 
vided by the combination of the two handles 
and 28. In the absence of the handle 98, the 
reel |0 would tend to swing about the main 
handle |2 as an axis during reeling operations 5 
or the carrying of .the reel |8. The handle 
eliminates this tendency and enabtes the reel to 
be steadied by the fingers oï the hand. Thus 
the double handle arrangement steadies theposi- 
tion of .the reel |0 in the hand while enabling 
the rate oï reeling tobe accurately controtled. 
In use, the outer end of the length of cord, etc. 
stored upon the reet 22 is attached to the object, 
such as a kite, which is t0 be reeled. Upon get- 
ring a kite initially into the air in the usixal 15 
manner, its further ascent may. be permitted in 
a simple trouble ïree manner and at'the desired 
rate of speed white holding the reel |0 in eitheï 
hand and by merety squeezing the steadying 
handle'-28 towrd .the main handle t2. Thus 20 
:unreeling operations require only the use of a 
-single hand. When it is desired to reel in the 
kCe,, etc,, .the tw0 ïhandtes are squeezed toward 
ech. 0ther by 0ne hand while the crank 10 is 
manipulated by the other. Upon completion of 25 
the reeling, the brake shoes  are permitted to 
reengage .the periphery of the .reel hubs 2 under 
.the action, of the springs  to prevent ïuher 
 eet-rotation. 
.It ..will .now. be apparent that the reet ïorm- 30 
ïng the prescrit invention may. be convenientty 
held and.steadied .in a sing]e-hand while atso 
-simu!taneously controlling the. operation oÏ the 
brakes to regulate-the reeling or unreeling oP- 
.erations.  The mounting-of he. steadying and 35 
zkë.contro]ling l]andle 2 within-the...legs oï 
..theç.çmain .. handle .-| 2 ensures- protection fo the 
 moying.parts in4hat the hand]e legs | act as 
 g..a.:ds. -.The  comlactness., and ]ightweight of 
:the:..rgel 18-ïmther ¢nsures its durability and 40 
desirability for the purpose intended. 
..It .is-to be .understood that the form of-my 
invçnti0n, herewith, shown .and described .is to 
be taken.as a .preferred example of .the .sam and 
hat arious changes..in .the shape,-size. and af- 45 
.rangement oï .parts-may .be resorted to xçithout 
idpature r0m-_the spirit of the invention or .the 
.Sc0pe .of :the subjoined c]aims. 
_. I-:.caim: 
1. A-Portable reel for-kites comprising a hand]e, 50 
.-.shaft .inctuding - a-.crank rotatably- mounted 
in..-the ends ofsaid-handle, a reel. having-pro- 
-jecing hubs.fixed to said.shaft, a second.handle 
mounted on said first-handle ïor. relative move- 
-.rnCt with.-respect.thereto, brake-shoes flxed te 55 
said secondhandle ad-j acent said.hubs, and means 
ïor effecting relative motion  of said-handles to 
off-ect, engagement.of -said brake, shoes with said 
hubs. 
J i 2...»Agortab!e reel Ïor kites.compr-ising a handle, 60 
,haft«ictuding a. cank rotaably mounted 4n 
-hê]ënds of said .hand]e, a ree]-having project« 
.ing,hubs flxed-to .said ..shaft, a. second- hand]e 
mounted on said first handle for relatiYe move- 
.rrïe-n-wih .respect.hereto, arcuate brake .shoes 65 
fixéd-to..the- ends of -said second handle adjacent Number 
.said.hubs,-.and spring means acting between aid 896,765 
hndles, to .urge said brake .shoes against.:the pe- .. 1,067;643 
rpery-ofsaid hubs, 1,120,821 
.'3. - A-one-handed portable-reel comprising a 70 .1,878,041 
.main ï-shaped handle, a reel including project- - 2,333,632 
in .hub portions rotatably mounted in the, ends 2,466,688 
of«said-handle, a second handle mounted on-and 
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in the plane of said main handle for relative 
movement with respect thereto, arcuate brake 
shoes fixed to the ends of said second handle 
adjacent said hubs, and spring means acting on 
said handles fo urge said brake shoes against 
the periphery of said hubs. 
4. A one-handed portable reel comprising a 
main l-shaped handle, a reel including project- 
ing .hub portions rotatably .mountéd inthe ends 
oï said handle, a second handle mounted on 
and in the plane oï said main handte for rela- 
tive movement with respect thereto, arcuate 
brake shoes fixed to the ends of said second 
handle adjacent said hubs, and spring means 
actifigon'said handles to urge said brake shoes 
against the periphery of said hubs, said second 
-hndle acting to prevent rotation oï the reel 
about the main handte as an axis when said main 
handle is positioned in .the palm of the hand and 
sa.i@ second handle is engaged by the fingers. 
.5. A one-handëd portable reel comprising a 
main l-shaped handle, a reel including project- 
ing. hubportions rotatabty mounted in.the ends 
of said handle, a second handte mounted on 
and in the plane of said main handle for rela- 
tive movement with respect thereto, arcuate 
brake shoes, fixed te the ends of said second 
handle adjacent said.hubs, and.spring means 
acting on said handles to urge. said brake shoes 
against the periphery of said .hubs, said second 
handte aeting to. release the brake shoes rom 
the hubs when moved toward said main .handle 
by pressure.of the-fingers. 
-6. A-one-handed .portable reel comprising a 
main-lshaped handle,, a. reel inctuding.project- 
ing hub por-tions: rotatably, mounted in the ends 
of said.handte, -a «second ohandle mounted on 
and.-in..the 91ane of:said.main handle .for: rela- 
tive .movement ith rspect .thereto, arcuate 
brake-shoes-flxed -to the ends of said. second 
handle - adjacent, said-hubs, .. and : spring .means 
acting on-said- handles' to' :urge- said brake -shoes 
agai-nst-theperiphery of said--hubs,, one .-of. said 
-handles heing posiioned within ,the,--area de- 
-fined -by :, said reel- and said. o ther. handle. 
7. A one-handed portable reel. comprising, a 
lnain.M-shaped handle,. reet-inctuding project- 
ing.-hub pot.tions rotatab]y mounted in: the ends 
.of..said handte,a--pair of-lugs mounted on the 
legs  òf-said. handte, a -second- handle, slidably 
 mounted-in- said- lugs, 'a second pair of ,lug 
mouted on said. second handte at points spaced 
from said first lugs and engaging said flrst han- 
dle,. arcute brake shoes fixed to the ends.of-said 
second-,handle adjacent. said hubs, and .spring 
-mean.actin between.the pairs of lugs on each 
handle, to urge said-brake shoes :against the pe- 
riphery of said hubs. 
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